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Louisville Youth Philanthropy Council 

Class #5:  Saturday, November 9, 2019 

Metro United Way – 334 E. Broadway, Louisville, KY  40202 

11:00am – 01:30pm 

 

NOTES 
The focus of this week’s class was how to make an ‘ask’ presentation.  The session consisted of 

five parts: 

1. Ask Presentation Background – Special guest Micah Jorrisch (LYPC Advisory Board 

member) and Candy Medina presented background slides describing how to ‘build the 

case’ and ‘make the case’ for any type of ask.  A one-page summary detailing the 

background information for this year’s LYPC class was also reviewed, as well as a 

discussion about the importance of body language.  

Key takeaways: 

• Facts are important, but emotions make the connection 

• ‘Why’ is the heart . . . the brain is the ‘What’ 

• Your ability to understand what motivates people to give is the key to getting 

them to invest – researching the prospective funder is the most vital aspect of 

any ask 

• A donation is a transaction; an investment is a relationship 

 

2. Video – the class watched a video that was made with the 2017-2018 LYPC class 

showing ‘good’ vs. ‘bad’ ask presentation practices.  The class watched the video 

segments, which were divided into ‘The Meeting’, ‘The Discussion’ and ‘The Close’.  In 

an open forum session, students compared and contrasted what they observed after 

each segment. 

3. Ask Presentation Practice – three students (Grace Halbleib, Max Roberts and Leo 

Gonzalez) volunteered to make an ask to their ‘parents’ (Micah Jorrisch and Candy 

Medina) to try and convince them to buy a new laptop that would be shared by the three 

of them.  

4. Working Lunch – the students were divided into six teams, and each was given the 

name of an actual potential funder for the LYPC this year.  During lunch, each team 

researched the organization they were assigned and determined roles and questions for 

their ask. 

5. Simulated Ask Presentation Practice:  After lunch, special guests Carrie Hagovsky, 

Miranda Reece and Paul Robinson were introduced (all LYPC Advisory Board 

members). Carrie and Miranda played the role of ‘funder’ in one room with three of the 

teams, and Paul Robinson played the role of ‘funder’ in another room with three of the 

teams.  Each team had about 7 minutes to role-play the face-to-face meeting, and then 

other student team members provided constructive feedback for 6-7 minutes.   

 

Next class:  November 16th, 2019 at Metro United Way.  There will be TWO prospective 

grantee interviews on this date. 


