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Louisville Youth Philanthropy Council 
Class #9:  Saturday, December 14th, 2019 
Metro United Way – 334 E. Broadway, Louisville, KY. 40202 
11:00am – 01:30pm 
 
NOTES: 
 
Guest Speaker:  Erica Peterson, Director of Programming for WFPL 

• Erica provided background on public radio:  3 stations in Louisville – two are music 
(classical and mix) and one is news - WFPL. 

• A lot of programs come from National Public Radio (NPR), but WFPL has a robust local 
newsroom.  Twenty people cover environment, education, politics, arts. 

• Public radio is unbiased, with an element of discovery. 

• NEXT Louisville – a project in partnership with the Community Foundation.  In 2019, the 
focus of NEXT Louisville was youth.  Although listeners tend to be 30 or older.  WFPL felt 
like they weren’t hearing about what youth were doing in particular.  Students host 
programs like climate change, mental health, the school system.  Note:  Fernanda 
Scharfenberger hosted one of these programs this year. 

• How did you get involved in Journalism?  Answer – it’s good for people who are easily 
bored.  She was editor of her college newspaper.  It’s a good career for introverts. 

• Two qualities of reporters:  skepticism (must question everything), and 
compassion/empathy. 

• She was an environmental reporter.  Climate change is the issue of our time.  Urban 
heat island, flooding risks.  Serious questions need to be answered about Russell and 
California revitalization. 

• When you leave an interview, you should understand the organization totally.  Another 
part of the problem of urban heat island is all the surface parking lots.  And, green roofs! 

 
Interviews: 
Team EduCare – Ms. Sadiqa Reynolds, President and CEO of the Louisville Urban League. 
 
Team KeepLouCool – Ms. Alicia Feldman, Corporate Partnerships Manager, Bernheim Forest. 
 
De-Briefs: 
Team EduCare – Layne Kramer and Leo Gonzalez reported out.  The team felt that Ms. Reynolds 
had a lot of passion, and that they really liked the organization (Louisville Urban League).  The 
funding request was a little unclear.  A particular education program mentioned was funding for 
college tours. 
 
Team KeepLouCool – Abbi Leach and Katie Campbell reported out.  The team did not feel that 
the proposal was a mission match.  Bernheim presented a program to teach children about 
‘free play’ in nature, and how important that free play is to child development.  It was only a 
tangential connection to improving the environment in a direct way.  The funding request was 
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unclear; the grant was apparently going to be used for training volunteers how to teach 
children about free play. 
 
Teams finalized their site visit selections.  EduCare:  Family Scholar House, Louisville Urban 
League.  KeepLouCool:  TreesLouisville, Wilderness Louisville. 
 
Students had pictures taken in their holiday sweaters, and they received LYPC t-shirts.  Holiday 
cards were signed. 
 
Next Class:  Saturday, January 11th, 2020.  Topic:  post-grant evaluation site visits.  Buses will 
take students from Metro United Way to locations of grantees from last year’s class:  Doors to 
Hope, and ChooseWell Communities.   
 
Homework:  review the grant applications from ChooseWell and Doors to Hope (to be sent 
via email over the holiday) 
 


