
 

 

Louisville Youth Philanthropy Council  
Class #2:  Saturday, September 28, 2019 
Metro United Way, 334 East Broadway 
11:00am – 01:30pm 
 
NOTES:    

1. Speakers  
For the New students, Barry Allen, President and Treasurer of the Gheens Foundation, provided an 
overview of the philanthropic sector of society – it’s past, present and future.  In 2018, $428 billion was 
given to not-for-profit organizations in the United States. In Louisville, there are 928 ‘provider’ (grant-
seeking) organizations, not including churches.  There are 695 foundations or trusts that are grant-
makers. There are many challenges facing the philanthropic sector, including poor communication 
between grant-makers and grant-seekers, declines in traditional sources of giving, low pay and high staff 
turnover and changes in public policy (laws, regulations, etc.).     
 
Mr. Allen also shared 5 key areas to consider when making a grant to an organization: 

1. Do you believe in their mission? 
2. Has the organization demonstrated impact by changing lives? 
3. Is the leader competent, and is there a succession plan in place? 
4. Is the organization financially stable, with sustainable funding? 
5. Do you feel good about making the grant?  (move from the head to the heart to the 

pocketbook) 
 
For the Legacy students, Cole Roberts, Director of Operations for ‘Spin for Steven’ (the primary 
fundraiser for the Steven Vanover Foundation) and a Junior at the University of Louisville, spoke to the 
Legacy students.  He described how his team took a U of L event that wasn’t terribly successful and 
turned it into a major fundraiser for the Foundation. 
 
He also shared lessons he has learned that have helped him successfully transition into college: 

1. Balance philanthropy with school – do this by being organized and managing your time 
2. Be organized by getting up early and getting yourself mentally prepared 
3. Get tasks done proactively – don’t let it all come down on you at once 
4. Don’t be afraid to ask for help – the worst thing someone can say is “no” 
5. Building your team is #1 – make sure that you always have a support team, in life and in causes 

you support 
 

2. Team Breakouts 
Each team created a list of potential grantee organizations based upon the research done since the last 
class.  If needed, www.guidestar.org was consulted to ensure that the organization was a designated 
non-profit.  Some organizations were removed from the lists due to ineligibility or geographic issues 
(grantees must be located in the Louisville area so that site visits can be made). Each team took its list 
and divided it up among team members to do more detailed research in preparation for discussion at 
the next LYPC class on October 12th.  At that time, the final six organizations to be interviewed will be 
chosen.  Each team also selected the ‘Top 2’ organizations on the lists so that their facilitator could set 
up the first interview, which will take place on October 19th. 
Team ‘EduCare’ (Facilitator:  Shelby Allen)  
Team Captain:  Justin Durik; Team Co-Captain:  Lucy Champelli 
Mission:  To promote education in our Louisville community with emphasis on racial and geographic 
disparities. 

http://www.guidestar.org/


 

 

 
Potential Grantees, Team ‘EduCare’ (16 organizations): 

Educational Justice (#1) 
– Grace Halbleib YMCA – Kayley Stowers Peace Ed – Meena Rao 

Louisville Urban League 
– Lily Echols, Justin 
Durik, Grace Halbleib 

Family Scholar House 
(#2) – Chris Paris, Emma 
Perna, Leo Gonzalez 

Lincoln Foundation – 
Layne Kramer 

CTL – Leo Gonzalez, 
Kayley Stowers Teach KY – Emma Perna 

Catholic Education 
Foundation – Justin 
Durik 

Adelante – Layne 
Kramer Teach a Kid – Lily Echols 

Junior Achievement – 
Lucy Champelli 

Boys & Girls Clubs – 
Max Ackerson 

Summerbridge – Riley 
Rogers 

KY Education 
Restoration Alliance – 
Lily Echols 

Lighthouse Promise – 
Leo Gonzalez, Lucy 
Champelli, Riley Rogers 

Leadership Louisville – 
Fernanda 
Scharfenberger, Layne 
Kramer 

School Choice 
Scholarships – Max 
Ackerson 

Doors to Hope – Meena 
Rao, Fernanda 
Scharfenberger 

Heuser Institute – Chris 
Paris 

 
 
Team ‘KeepLouCool’ (Facilitator:  Pia Sahni)  
Team Captain:  Thomas Fogarty; Team Co-Captain:  Ma’Naya Hillman 
Mission:  To address and sustain an adequate environment in Louisville for generations to come through 
direct action. 
 
Potential Grantees, Team ‘KeepLouCool’: 

Trees Louisville (#1) Bernheim Forest Waterfront Botanical 
Gardens 

Brightside 

Louisville Grows  (#2) Olmsted Parks 
Conservancy 

KY Heartwood Louisville CAN 

Wild Ones    

 
 

3. Homework 
Research the organization you have been assigned (on line, by phone, library, etc.), and answer the 
following questions: 

a. What is the mission of this organization? 
b. How long has the organization been in existence? 
c. Are there specific programs that fulfill the LYPC team’s mission?  If so, what are the 

details? 
d. Based on your research, what do you like best about this organization? 
e. Based on your research, what do you like least about this organization?  

 
Next class:  Saturday, October 12th, 2019 (AT THE UNIVERSITY OF LOUISVILLE BELKNAP CAMPUS:  The 
Shumaker Research Building, Room 139) – 11am 


